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Overview

Purchase College, State University of 
New York (SUNY), a highly regarded 
public arts and liberal arts college in 
Purchase, New York, seeks its next Vice 
President for Administration (VPA).

Purchase College is unique within the 
SUNY comprehensive system for its 
program mix of liberal arts and sciences 
alongside conservatories in the visual 
and performing arts.

The college seeks a creative, visionary, 
inspirational leader and skilled 
administrator committed to public 
higher education who values the 
interconnectedness of the arts and the 
liberal arts and sciences and will 
champion Purchase College's dedication 
to academic excellence, free expression, 
student success, diversity and inclusion, 
open and shared governance, and 
environmental sustainability.



History

Purchase College was founded in 1967 
and is one of the 13 comprehensive 
colleges of the SUNY system.  The 
college accepted its first continuing 
education students in 1968, its first 
matriculated students as juniors in 
1971, and held its first commencement 
in 1973. The college is accredited by 
the Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education. 

Location 

The college’s 500-acre campus in 
suburban Westchester County lies 30 
miles north of midtown Manhattan and 
seven from the City of White Plains. 

Located in the Hamlet of Purchase in 
the Town/Village of Harrison, the 
campus is well served by interstate 
highways, Westchester County airport, 
and public transportation, including the 
Westchester County Bee-Line bus 
system and the Metro-North Railroad. 

Built in the 1970s, the campus is a 
modern take on the “academic village” 
envisioned by Thomas Jefferson for 
the University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville. A team of leading 
architects designed the academic 
buildings, clustered around a central 
mall, with easy access to residences, 
cultural buildings, and a state-of-the-
art athletic complex.

ABOUT THE COLLEGE



Purchase College is referred to as the 
“gem” of the State University of New 
York system and combines excellent 
liberal arts and sciences programs with 
superb professional conservatory and 
studio programs in the performing and 
visual arts. This unusual balance 
between liberal arts and sciences and 
conservatory education provides a 
distinctive educational and learning 
context for the roughly 3,200 students.  
The college is built upon a three-
school academic structure: the School 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the 

School of the Arts, and the School of 
Continuing Education. In addition to 
47 undergraduate major degree 
programs, Purchase offers seven highly 
selective graduate programs in the arts. 

The college has an annual operating 
budget of approximately $73 million, 
of which $14.8 million is New York 
state tax support. The college has 
healthy reserves and an endowment 
that is the largest among SUNY’s 
comprehensive colleges. 

Description



Purchase College places well on many 
significant ranking lists.

Among the “Top 388 Colleges” in the 
nation by The Princeton Review, Purchase 
is listed as a Best Northeastern College and 
among the most LGBTQ-friendly and 
Green Colleges. Home to the acclaimed 
Performing Arts Center, Purchase also 
appears on the list of Best College 
Theaters. 

Purchase is named one of the Top Ten 
Public Colleges by U.S. News & World 
Report in the 2023 edition of their college 
guide. Ranked as one of the most ethnically 
diverse liberal arts colleges, Purchase is 
also listed as a top performer in the nation 
on social mobility, which evaluates how 
well colleges serve low-income students.

Purchase was selected for inclusion in the 
highly selective 2023 edition of The Fiske 
Guide to Colleges based on the college’s 
strength in academics, arts and culture, 
social life, financial aid, campus 
environment, extracurricular activities, and 
more.

Purchase was included in Money 
Magazine's list of best colleges for 2020-21 
and on Forbes magazine’s list of top 
colleges for 2021.

Rankings



Vision Statement

Purchase College will be a model 
teaching institution where creativity, 
boldly applied across and within 
disciplines, serves as a critically 
needed response to the challenges of 
increasing complexity, by empowering 
future generations of artists, scholars, 
scientists, and activists to engage in 
and make their own meaningful 
contributions to society.

Mission Statement

Purchase College, SUNY embraces its 
public mission by bringing together 
students in the liberal arts, sciences, 
and conservatory arts programs in a 
vibrant, creative community where in-
depth knowledge grows from open-
minded engagement, questioning 
boundaries, and inspiring possibility.



Community Values

The Purchase College community values:

• Delivering an exceptional education to a diverse student body
• Artistic and scholarly achievement
• Personal and professional creativity, inquiry, and expressiveness
• Openness to emerging ideas that promote alternatives and variance
• Free and expressive speech
• Diversity, equity, and inclusion
• Respect for individuals’ liberties
• Lifelong learning
• Meaningful collaboration toward shared goals
• Civic engagement
• Sustainability (environmental, social justice, economic, health-related, etc.)



School of the Arts
• Conservatory of Dance

Major
• Dance Performance

• Conservatory of Music
Major
• Composition (Classical)
• Instrumental Performance
• Jazz Studies
• Studio Composition
• Studio Production
• Voice and Opera Studies
Minor
• Music

• Conservatory of Theatre Arts
Major
• Acting
• Theatre and Performance
• Theatre 

Design/Technology
Minor
• Theatre and Performance

• School of Art+Design
Major
• Graphic Design
• Painting and Drawing
• Photography
• Printmaking
• Sculpture
• Visual Arts, BSVA
• Visual Arts, 

Interdisciplinary
Minor
• Visual Arts

School of Liberal Arts and Sciences
• School of Film and Media Studies

Major
• Cinema and Television 

Studies
• Film
• Media Studies
• New Media
• Playwriting and 

Screenwriting
Minor
• Film/Video Production

• Media Studies
• Playwriting
• Screenwriting
• Television Theory and 

Practice
• School of Humanities

Major
• Art History
• Communications
• Creative Writing
• History
• Journalism
• Language and Culture
• Latin American, 

Caribbean, and Latinx 
Studies

• Liberal Arts
• Literature
• Philosophy
Minor
• Art History
• Asian Studies
• Chinese
• French
• Global Black Studies
• History
• Italian
• Jewish Studies
• Journalism
• Latin American, 

Caribbean, and Latinx 
Studies

• Linguistics
• Literature
• Museum Studies
• Philosophy
• Spanish

• School of Liberal Studies
Major
• Arts Management
• General Studies (Spring 

2024)
• Law and Justice Studies
• Liberal Studies
Minor
• Arts Management

• School of Natural and Social 
Sciences
Major
• Anthropology
• Biochemistry
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Economics
• Environmental Studies
• Gender Studies
• Mathematics/Computer 

Science
• Political Science
• Psychology
• Sociology
Minor
• Anthropology
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Contemplative Studies
• Economics
• Environmental Studies
• Gender Studies
• Mathematics/Computer 

Science
• Political Science
• Psychology
• Sociology

Graduate Programs
• Art History MA
• Entrepreneurship in the Arts MA
• Music MM
• Music Artist Diploma
• Music Performer’s Certificate
• Visual Arts MFA
• Visual Arts/Art History MFA/MA

School of Continuing Education
• Youth and Precollege Programs
• Adult Noncredit Personal 

Enrichment and Professional 
Certificate Programs

• Summer and Winter Sessions

Academic Schools & Programs
The college offers 47 undergraduate majors, 35 minors, and seven graduate programs housed within two distinctive schools: 
The School of the Arts and the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences. The School of Continuing Education offers lifelong 
learning opportunities.



The college offers BA, BFA, BS, MFA, 
MA, and MM degrees, as well as Artist 
Diplomas and Performer’s Certificates. 
The student-faculty ratio is 13:1, and 
the average class size is 20.  

The School of the Arts includes the 
School of Art+Design, the 
Conservatories of Dance, Music, and 
Theatre Arts, and the graduate 
programs.  

The college’s flagship programs in the 
performing and theatre arts are 
internationally known. The visual arts 
programs enjoy superb facilities and 
excellent technological support. The 
intersection of the arts disciplines 
offers unique opportunities for 
collaboration and interdisciplinary 
learning.

The School of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences offers traditional and 
interdisciplinary programs that bridge 
the arts and the liberal arts through 
four schools: the Schools of 
Humanities, Film and Media Studies, 
Natural and Social Sciences, and 
Liberal Studies.

Unifying the programs within all 
schools is the emphasis on applied 
learning, the value of creativity in all 
aspects of the academic experience, the 
development of hard and soft skills, 
and faculty/student mentorship found 
in the senior project.

The School of Continuing Education
offers credit-bearing and noncredit 
courses for adults, college students, 
and eligible high school students; 
professional certificate programs; and 
noncredit programs in the arts for 
children and teens.

ACADEMICS



To complement and enrich its 
academic programs, Purchase provides 
an equally distinctive living, cultural, 
and recreational environment. The 
Performing Arts Center and Neuberger 
Museum of Art contribute directly to 
the academic programs while 
providing members of the college and 
the broader community with engaging 
art experiences for all ages.

The Physical Education building offers 
a fitness center, pool, weight room, 
basketball courts, and more, as well as 
surrounding sports fields and tennis 
courts. The college offers 17 Division 
III athletic teams, and the indoor and 
outdoor spaces are used extensively by 
local schools and sports organizations. 
The extensive grounds include running 
trails, green space, and woods.

The Purchase Library supports the 
teaching, learning, and research 
activities of the college’s students, 
faculty, and staff. The Teaching, 
Learning, and Technology Center 
offers state-of-the-art, innovative 
technologies to enhance teaching and 
learning.

Applied Learning 

Purchase is committed to applied 
learning in and out of the classroom. 
Students are strongly encouraged to 
explore through internships, service 
learning, leadership opportunities, and 
study abroad. The senior project 
requirement—a substantive creative 
endeavor, performance, or independent 
scholarly research project—culminates 
the Purchase academic experience and 
promotes personal and intellectual 
confidence.



Student Success

Student success is an institutional 
commitment. The college’s Student 
Success unit, housed in the Student 
Affairs and Enrollment Management 
division, merges the advising and 
testing, counseling and behavioral 
health services, and accommodations 
centers to ensure that all students have 
the services and programs that they 
need to thrive. The student success 
team works closely with Academic 
Affairs and the Office of Residential 
and Student Life to identify at-risk 
students, create programming for 
effective engagement, and develop and 
expand programs aimed at improving 
retention.

Lifelong Learning

As a public institution, Purchase 
College promotes lifelong learning for 
students of all ages, backgrounds, and 
incomes, and makes many of its 
resources available to the broader 
community. The college presents the 
visual and performing arts through 
exhibitions and performances at the 
Neuberger Museum of Art and The 
Performing Arts Center, as well as in 
other performance/exhibition spaces 
around the campus and offers 
opportunities for intellectual growth 
through many free lecture series. The 
college also welcomes members of the 
community to its state-of-the-art 
daycare center, The Children’s Center 
at Purchase. The college provides a 
broad range of opportunities for senior 
citizens, including an academic 
auditing program, a docent-training 
program at the Neuberger Museum of 
Art, and opportunities for volunteering 
in the educational outreach program of 
The Performing Arts Center. The 
Neuberger Museum of Art offers 
participation in an active Friends 
organization.



The college is preparing to welcome 
our newest neighbors in fall 2023!  
Purchase College’s intergenerational 
learning program bridges the gap 
between generations through a 
partnership with Broadview, a 
residential learning community for 
adults 62 years and older, housed on 
the college campus.  At the heart of the 
program is “Think Wide Open.” The 
motto captures so much about 
Purchase culture—rigorous pursuit of 
ideas, high regard for dialogue, 
creativity and collaboration, mutual 
respect, and of course, inclusivity and 

acceptance. Building on these values is 
the intergenerational learning program 
that threads itself throughout the 
campus, and is especially alive in the 
area of continuing education.

Broadview will be an extension of 
Think Wide Open; a vigorous learning 
community for residents whose values 
are consistent with the college. They’ll 
blend into the community in ways that 
benefit students and faculty as well as 
themselves.

Intergenerational Learning: Broadview Senior Living at Purchase College



STUDENTS

The culture at Purchase College 
attracts students who are uniquely their 
own: passionate, creative, open-
minded, and accepting. They’re bright, 
talented, driven, and inquisitive. And 
they are unabashedly able to express 
themselves freely.

Total enrollment at the college is 
3,226, of which 77 are graduate 
students. Nearly 70% of undergraduate 
students live on campus. Out-of-state 
students represent approximately 15% 
of the undergraduate student 
population. International students 

make up 4% of undergraduate and 
nearly 20% of graduate students. First-
generation undergraduate students 
approach 16%, and 32% of all 
undergraduates are Pell-eligible. The 
college prides itself on its diversity: 
nearly 13% of students are African 
American, more than 26% Hispanic, 
and 4% Asian. 

Diversity efforts are supported by the 
Multicultural Center as well as many 
programs embedded in the student 
success unit. 



More Than a Motto: Think Wide 
Open

Purchase celebrates creativity and 
diversity in a climate of intellectual 
and artistic freedom. The motto “Think 
Wide Open” defines and unifies its 
community of students, faculty, and 
staff devoted to promoting innovation 
and individuality. The college seeks 
and supports students of exceptional 
talent and aptitude for apprentice 
relationships with artists, performers, 
scientists, and scholars making 
significant contributions in their fields 
both academically and professionally. 
Purchase students acquire the 
intellectual skills, general knowledge, 
and cultural appreciation that build the 
foundation for a productive career and 
meaningful life.  

The college’s programs and 
environment promote responsible 
engagement in a complex and dynamic 
society. As an educational institution, 
cultural and artistic center, community 

resource, and gateway to opportunity, 
Purchase is committed to enriching the 
lives of the public it serves. 

Bridges to Baccalaureate 

A top priority of the college is 
expanding STEM programs for 
underserved and minority students. 
Since 2000, the college has offered the 
Bridges to Baccalaureate Program, 
designed to improve two-year to four-
year transfer success for minority and 
underrepresented STEM students. It 
offers summer research, intrusive 
advising, STEM tutoring, and 
mentoring. In 2011, Purchase College 
received the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science, Mathematics, 
and Engineering Mentoring in 
recognition of its success. Building 
upon the excellent results of the 
Bridges program, the college has 
expanded its programming for 
underserved middle and high school 
students.  



The Performing Arts Center 
& The Neuberger Museum of Art 



The Neuberger Museum of Art is a rare 
cultural asset for a college campus.  
Celebrated internationally for its 
commitment to the art of our time and 
for its excellent exhibitions and 
programs, the museum is housed in a 
spacious, contemporary facility 
designed by the world-renowned 
architect Philip Johnson. 

The museum’s remarkable permanent 
collection, which comprises more than 
7,000 objects, embraces 20th century 
American and European art, together 
with ancient and African art. Its 
collection of Modern American art 
includes master works by Milton 
Avery, Romare Bearden, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Willem de Kooning, 
Edward Hopper, Georgia O’Keeffe, 
Lee Krasner, Jackson Pollock, Mark 
Rothko, and George Segal, among 
others.  Works in the constructivist 

tradition, including significant pieces 
by Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Rufino 
Tamayo, and Amedeo Modigliani, 
extend the museum’s 20th century 
holdings.   

Nationally acclaimed exhibitions, 
educational services, public programs, 
lectures, family programs, art 
workshops, films, and concerts are 
presented throughout the year for the 
campus and community.  Twelve to 16 
changing exhibitions each year present 
a wide variety of media, forms, ideas, 
concepts, and views in a balanced slate 
of thematic surveys, solo exhibitions, 
and period/time-specific shows. Many 
students use the museum’s resources in 
conjunction with classroom study or 
participate in the museum’s training 
program as interns and aides in 
research, public information, 
installation, and education. 

Neuberger Museum of Art 



The Performing Arts Center houses 
four theatres, with performance spaces 
ranging in seating size from 200 to 
almost 1,400.  Each of the theatres is 
designed and equipped for 
performances of the highest 
professional quality, allowing the PAC 
to provide models of excellence for 
students in the study and performance 
of theatre, dance, and music 
unsurpassed on any East Coast 
campus. 

The Performing Arts Center is an 
invaluable laboratory and resource for 
students enrolled in the college’s 
performing arts conservatories.  The 
PAC supplements the students’ 
educational experience by offering 
lectures, discussions, open rehearsals, 
workshops, and master classes with 

professional artists and companies. 
Purchase College students not only 
benefit from exposure to 
internationally acclaimed artists but 
also from the PAC’s sophisticated 
production support facilities, featuring 
state-of-the-art sound and lighting 
systems, paint, scene, costume, and 
prop shops. 

The PAC also fulfills the public service 
mission of the college. From 
September to May, the PAC presents 
its annual series featuring world-class 
artists in music, dance, theatre, and 
family programming. The series 
reaches out to diverse audiences with 
eclectic tastes. 

The Performing Arts Center 



The State University of New York is 
the largest comprehensive system of 
higher education in the United States, 
and more than 95 percent of all New 
Yorkers live within 30 miles of any one 
of SUNY’s 64 colleges and 
universities. Across the system, SUNY 
has four academic health centers with 
each having a medical school, three 
hospitals, two dental schools, the 
state’s only college of optometry and 
college of maritime studies, as well as 
one U.S. Department of Energy 
National Laboratory. In total, SUNY 
serves about 1.3 million students in 
credit-bearing courses and programs, 
continuing education, and community 
outreach programs. SUNY oversees 
nearly a quarter of academic research 
in New York. Research expenditures 
system-wide were more than $1.0 
billion in fiscal year 2020, including 
significant contributions from students 
and faculty. There are more than three 
million SUNY alumni worldwide, and 
one in three New Yorkers with a 

college degree is a SUNY alum. 
SUNY’s leadership structure consists 
of a Board of Trustees, the Chancellor, 
System Administration Senior Staff, 
and Campus Presidents, each working 
together to advance the mission of the 
state university system.

The Chancellor increasingly looks to 
the campus presidents to work 
collaboratively with other SUNY 
colleges, administrators, faculty and 
staff, and surrounding communities to 
lower cost, enhance productivity, and 
elevate the importance of degree 
completion at each institution.

ABOUT SUNY

The Chancellor

John B. King, Jr. was 
appointed the 15th chancellor 

of the SUNY system on 
December 5, 2022.



The Vice President for Administration 
(VPA) reports to the President, serves 
as a member of the President’s 
Cabinet, and works across the Purchase 
College community to ensure that 
resources are aligned effectively with 
the mission and strategic plan of the 
college. The VPA ensures fiscal 
accountability and leads strategic 
discussions related to the budget within 
the context of the fiscal landscape. The 
VPA also provides critical leadership 
for high quality service delivery to the 
college and the ongoing maintenance 
of a strong internal control and risk 
management environment. The VPA 
acts as the primary liaison to the 
SUNY System Administration, serving 
as a member of the State University 
Business Officers Association 
(SUBOA). S/he/they also serve as the 
primary liaison to all other NYS 
agencies overseeing fiscal, 
administrative, and operational 
matters, and ensures compliance with 
related SUNY and campus policies and 
procedures, including the development 

of such, as deemed necessary.  Areas 
and responsibilities under the VPA’s 
purview include Finance, Accounting, 
and Budgeting; Capital Planning and 
Construction; Facilities Management; 
Mailroom Operations; Procurement; 
Accounts Payable; Human Resources; 
Internal Controls; Environmental 
Health and Safety and Sustainability; 
Charitable and Related Entities fiscal 
oversight including Housing 
Corporations I and II; revenue derived 
from the Broadview Senior Living 
Community; and Auxiliary Services.  
Representing those areas, the VPA also 
demonstrates a strong commitment to 
shared campus governance, and
represents the college on internal and 
external boards and committees, such 
as the Budget Planning and 
Assessment Committee (BPAC). 
Overall, the VPA provides strong, 
collaborative leadership for strategic 
and fiscal planning and is a critical and 
collaborative leader at Purchase 
College.

THE POSITION



• The successful candidate will have at least ten years of experience in progressive, 
successful leadership positions in related areas. 

• S/he/they will have demonstrated leadership and management experience in 
budget and capital planning and development in an institution of public higher 
education. 

• S/he/they must also be able to problem solve with a participatory but decisive 
management style. 

• The successful candidate will possess excellent interpersonal communication 
skills and a transparent and collaborative approach to team building. 

• Also required is the ability to lead multiple operational areas to support the 
mission of the college; an appreciation for shared governance; a demonstrated 
commitment to diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging; experience and 
understanding of the mission, challenges, and governance in four-year liberal arts 
colleges that are part of large public higher education institutions; and skill in 
working collaboratively with related entities, community partners, and 
government leaders. 

• A four-year college degree is required, preferably in a related area.  
• Experience in a complex public comprehensive system is preferred. 
• Experience with collective bargaining is also preferred.

QUALIFICATIONS



APPLICATIONS

Interested candidates should submit only a cover letter and resume to RPA Inc. at 
PurchaseAdministration@rpainc.org. 

For a confidential discussion about this opportunity or to make a nomination, please 
contact Kira Heath, Search Manager, or Isaac Karaffa, Vice President and Senior 

Consultant, at the email address listed above. 

The review of candidates will begin on March 7, 2023, and first round interviews 
will commence thereafter. 

Purchase College is committed to fostering a diverse community of outstanding faculty, staff and students, as 
well as ensuring equal educational opportunity, employment, and access to service, programs, and activities, 

without regard to an individual’s race, color, national origin, religion, creed, age, disability, sex, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, familial status, pregnancy, predisposing genetic characteristics, military status, domestic 

violence victim status, or criminal conviction. Employees, students, applicants, or other members of the 
Purchase community (including vendors, visitors, and guests) may not be subjected to harassment that is 

prohibited by law or treated adversely or retaliated against based upon a protected characteristic.



Purchase College
State University of New York
735 Anderson Hill Road
Purchase, NY

www.purchase.edu


